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In this newly revised edition of Chicago Cubs: Where Have You Gone?, Chicago sportswriter
Fred Mitchell catches up with over fifty former Cubs players—some of them famous, some of
them obscure, all of them unforgettable. From Mr. Cub, Ernie Banks, to lesser known players
such as Pete LaCock, avid fans of this long-suffering team will remember them for every
heartbreak, every costly error and, yes, every glorious moment. Chicago Cubs: Where Have You
Gone? serves as both a yearbook of unforgettable memories and an “alumni guide” for fans to
find out where their heroes have gone since capturing their full attention at Wrigley Field.
Readers will find out what happened after the gloves came off with such Cubs greats as
Ferguson Jenkins, Andy Pafko, Dickie Noles, Billy Williams, Milt Pappas, Bobby Dernier, Lee
Smith, Scott Sanderson, Shawon Dunston, Ed Lynch, Don Zimmer, Steve Trout, Ron Santo,
Steve Stone, Kerry Wood, and so many more.
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To Kim,my awesome, compassionate wife,companion and sports enthusiast.And to our little
slugger, Cameron,already a Hall of Famer in my eyes.
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FOREWORDI wrote a book a few years back called Where is Harry? It turns out that was the No.
1 question I always got from Cubs fans over the many years I worked with broadcast legend
Harry Caray in the booth.That observation really let me know that Cubs fans are loyal and that
they also have an obsession to know where Cubs players of old are. And that is what led
sportswriter Fred Mitchell to profile 40 former Cubs in this inspiring compilation of Cubs: Where
Have You Gone? This book will satisfy and fascinate every baseball fan.Although I enjoyed my
greatest success in baseball as a pitcher with the Baltimore Orioles, I truly enjoyed my brief stint
with the Cubs. I especially remember 1975. We had a division lead into June and Sports
Illustrated did a story on us. It was astonishing to me, looking at the makeup of that team, that we



would have the lead. Eventually, the real contenders contended and the pretenders pretended.
But what I will remember most about that season was that there was a very small yet extremely
loyal Cubs following.That loyal following would multiply over the years. I remember that there
was always a special feeling about the ballpark. There is something about Wrigley Field. That is
the one link that Cubs fans will always have.The convergence of the Tribune Company buying
the franchise in the early ’80s, WGN television becoming a satellite station and the arrival of
legendary broadcaster Harry Caray led to the immense popularity of the Chicago Cubs, who
would draw three million fans in 2004.Credit should go to Cubs president Andy MacPhail for
realizing the overall potential of this franchise.So sit back and enjoy Cubs: Where Have You
Gone? Savor the memories.—STEVE STONE

ACKNOWLEDGMENTSThanks to the Chicago Tribune and assistant managing editor/sports
Dan McGrath, sports editor Bill Adee and assistant sports editor Ken Paxson; to Sports
Publishing L.L.C. developmental editor David Brauer; the Chicago Cubs: media relations director
Sharon Pannozzo and community relations representative Rebecca Polihronis; and former Cubs
vice president Ned Colletti and former Cubs media relations director Bob Ibach.

INTRODUCTIONIn a franchise that has celebrated near misses as if they were true
championships, the Chicago Cubs’ global family seems to revel in the role of the underdog.The
late Hall of Fame Chicago sportscaster Jack Brickhouse often said that “any team can have a
bad century,” noting that the Cubs had not won a World Series title since 1908. But encouraging
developments in recent years suggest the wait may not last much longer.In fact, the 2004 Cubs
of manager Dusty Baker were installed as preseason favorites to advance to the Fall Classic
after last year’s—you got it—near miss.That may have been an ambitious prediction,
considering the fact the Cubs had not put together back-to-back winning seasons since
1971-72.Fittingly, this is the 29th anniversary of the 1984 Cubs’ divisional title. That team came
within three innings of dispatching the San Diego Padres in the National League Championship
Series at Jack Murphy Stadium and facing the Detroit Tigers in the World Series.As the beat
writer for the Chicago Tribune covering the Cubs that season, I can remember it as if it were,
well, 20 years ago.Those 1984 Cubs ended 39 years of frustration by clinching the National
League East title in Pittsburgh. A cozy crowd of only 5,472—perhaps half from Chicago—was on
hand for that historic event at Three Rivers Stadium.With one out to go on that memorable
evening, Cubs general manager Dallas Green leaned over and kissed his wife, Sylvia.On the
field, Leon “Bull’’ Durham held up two fingers and bellowed, “One more out to go.’’The laid-back
Ryne Sandberg glanced across the infield at Larry Bowa and allowed an ear-to-ear smile.“Is this
it?’’ Sandberg asked sheepishly.“Yeah, Ryno. This is it, brother,’’ Bowa replied.A moment later—
the magic moment—the Cubs’ magic number wound down to zero. Rick Sutcliffe caught the
corner on the Pirates’ Joe Orsulak for a called third strike.The Cubs would go on to win division
titles in 1989 and 2003 with a wild card spot thrown in in 1998, only to be denied field and



clubhouse access to the World Series. The last time the Cubs played in a World Series was
1945, when they lost to the Detroit Tigers. Are you old enough to remember that season?But
Cubs fans know all of those gory details already. Despite the unfathomable Cubs collapse of
1969, they would rather dwell on the feats of Hall of Fame players Ernie Banks, Billy Williams
and Ferguson Jenkins, as well as perennial All-Stars such as Ron Santo, Andre Dawson, Mark
Grace and Sandberg.Wrigley Field was booked solid for a celebration every time the Cubs
hosted a game in 2004, establishing an all-time attendance record. Celebrities flock to the Cubs’
shrine as if it were a holy sanctuary. Actors Bill Murray, John Cusack, Nicolas Cage, Gary Sinise,
Jeff Garlin and comedian Tom Dressen seem to enjoy spending more time at the ballpark on the
corner of Clark and Addison than they do in Hollywood.Murray even named one of his sons
“Homer Banks Murray” in honor of his childhood idol, “Mr. Cub” Ernie Banks.Former Cubs
players, entertainers, and politicians reinforce the memory of the legendary broadcaster Harry
Caray by singing “Take Me Out to the Ballgame” during the seventh inning of every Cubs home
game.The atmosphere is much more festive than it must have been in 1908, when the Cubs
played their home games at the old West Side Grounds, located at Polk and Lincoln (now
Wolcott) streets in Chicago.Baseball record books tell us that Mordecai “Three Finger” Brown
won 29 games in 1908 for the Cubs. And the double play combination of Joe Tinker, Johnny
Evers and Frank Chance was lyrical, if not unbeatable.This book helps us catch up with the life
and times of 41 former Cubs, spanning seven decades.If the Cubs ever do win another World
Series, it will be the arduous journey to that nirvana that will be remembered at least as much as
actually reaching the elusive goal. No doubt, Cubs fans will be shouting from the Wrigleyville
rooftops.—FRED MITCHELLNOTE TO READERS: Though I have gone through and updated a
lot of the information that was outdated from the first publication of Cubs Where Have You
Gone? in 2004, much of the existing text and quotes remain.

Where Have You Gone?ERNIE BANKSHe will forever be known as Mr. Cub, a prolific-hitting
infielder whose radiant disposition has branded him one of baseball’s finest ambassadors.The
National League Most Valuable Player in 1958 and 1959 while playing shortstop, Banks was
switched to first base in mid-career.A first-ballot Hall of Famer, Banks played his entire career
with the Cubs (1953-1971). He was a 11-time All-Star and won a Gold Glove at shortstop in
1960.His best season was 1959 when he led the National League in RBI with 143 and belted 43
home runs. Defensively, he led all shortstops with a .985 fielding average. Banks batted .304
with a .596 slugging percentage and 97 runs scored. He is considered one of the greatest
players in the history of the game never to make it to the postseason.Banks played shortstop
from 1953-1961. From 1962-1971, he was a first baseman, where he showed excellent range
and a strong arm. In fact, Banks played more games at first base (1,259) than shortstop (1,125),
but he is remembered more as a shortstop.In 1955, Banks hit a record five grand slams, the last
one off rookie Lindy McDaniel on September 19. The five grand slams broke the record of four
previously shared by Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Ralph Kiner, Frank Schulte, Rudy York, Tommy



Henrich, Vince DiMaggio, Sid Gordon, Al Rosen and Ray Boone.Brace Photo14 • ERNIE
BANKS • SSYears with the Cubs: 1953-71Two-time NL MVP (1958-59) • 11-time All-Star • 1960
NL Gold Glove Award • Hit 47 HR in 1958 and had 143 RBI in 1959 • Topped 40 HR in five
seasons and had 100 RBI in eight seasons • Hit 512 career HR and had 1,636 career RBI •
Elected to Baseball Hall of Fame in 1977Banks also broke Vern Stephens’s record for most
home runs by a shortstop in a single season. From 1955 to 1960, Banks’s 248 home runs were
more than anyone else in the majors, including Mickey Mantle, Willie Mays, and Henry
Aaron.Banks, who turned 81 on January 31, 2012, remains vibrant and optimistic about his life
and the future of his beloved Cubs.“I have a lot of goals. I guess I have always been that way in
my life,” said Banks in 2004.“First of all I want to achieve my master’s in finance from
Northwestern,” he said in 2004. “I want to build an image as a business person. I want to keep
sports a part of my life, as always. I want to write two books. One would be called Live Above and
Beyond. Because that is what I think of my life. I want to be around people who live above and
beyond and write a book about them. It doesn’t have to be something done in sports. It could be
a woman who raises five kids by herself.“My last, but not least, goal is to become the first former
professional athlete to win the Nobel Peace Prize. I used to dream about this 30 years ago. I am
not trying to drop names, but I called up a friend of mine—actor Sydney Poitier. I said: ‘Sydney, I
want to win the Nobel Peace Prize. How do I get there?’“He said: ‘Well, Ernie, you have no
chance.’ And we laughed. He said, ‘First, you have to be international. You have to be known in
America and some other country for doing something worthwhile. And you haven’t done that yet.’
I said: ‘Well, I still have a little time.’”Banks’s all-time Cubs career home run record of 512 was
broken by Sammy Sosa in May of 2004.“I just knew it was coming,” said Banks. “There is no finer
person that I would have liked to have seen break it other than Sammy. He is a tremendous
player and a wonderful human being. I could see Sammy’s ability when he first came to the
Cubs, and then he hit over 60 home runs three years in a row. His rhythm and timing and attitude
are all there.”In addition to his Hall of Fame numbers and records on the field, Banks takes
tremendous pride in being known as “Mr. Cub.”“That’s kind of what my life has always been
about. I wanted to finish my career with one team, in one city, one mayor, one park, one owner. I
did that. When I first started, Mayor [Richard J.] Daley was the mayor. The Wrigleys owned the
team. We played all of our home games at Wrigley Field during the daytime. So my career was
very unique and I am proud of it. I have been involved in the city of Chicago and with Little
Leagues all around the city and suburbs. It was a fun and enjoyable time both on the field and off
the field. Now I meet a lot of people who used to come out to Wrigley Field when they were kids
and they are older now. They still remember those days,” he said.Banks has even taken the time
to talk to Sosa about his responsibilities as a baseball icon.“Two years ago Sammy invited me
down to his home in the Dominican,” said Banks in 2004. “I played golf with him almost every day
there. It was just fun being around him and to talk to him about playing and his ideas and goals.
He said, ‘In eight years I am going to be in the Hall of Fame!’ I said: ‘Yeah, yeah, you are.’ He is
just a cordial, smart young man. He’s like my son. I wish I had learned Spanish when I was



younger so I could communicate with him a little bit more. But he understands English very well.
And he has great people skills. I am sure Sammy understands that Wrigley Field is the perfect
place to play baseball. He has a lot of flair when he hits a home run and gets all excited when he
jumps up. He has a unique style. He is out there to satisfy people.”Legendary sportscaster Harry
Caray broadcast a baseball game in 1953 for radio station KMOX in St. Louis between the
Cardinals and the Cubs, in which Banks, then a Cubs rookie, hit the first of his 512 career home
runs.And Caray became a hit in Banks’s eyes thereafter.“I hit it off of Jerry Staley,’’ Banks
recalled. “The next night before the game, Harry came down around the batting cage. He came
up to me and introduced himself. I was still just a kid and I was very shy. Harry said with great
enthusiasm, ‘Ernie Banks! Boy, you hit a tremendous pitch out of the ballpark last night. You are
going to be a great hitter.’“I said, ‘Well, thank you you very much.’“Harry was very complimentary.
He told me I had quick wrists and he wished me well. I thought that was very nice. I didn’t have
any idea about broadcasters and announcers then because I had come from the Kansas City
Monarchs [of the old Negro League], and we had no announcers or broadcasts then.“My old
teammate and mentor with the Cubs, second baseman Gene Baker, later told me that Harry
Caray was the top broadcaster for the Cardinals. Gene said, ‘Do you know that KMOX has a
range of 500 miles as a station?’“I said, ‘You mean they can hear it in Dallas [Banks’s
hometown], too?’“Gene said, ‘I don’t know about Dallas, but a lot of people can hear the
games.’“I was so naive, but Harry and Gene both kind of settled me down. And I quickly learned
about the power Harry had on the air as a broadcaster.’’Banks has been credited over the years
as a tremendous ambassador for the game of baseball in his own inimitable way; and, of course,
Caray was a walking billboard for the game on the airwaves.“Harry was even greater,’’ said
Banks. “Watching Harry when he came around the batting cage, and the interest all of the
players had in him, and the interest the fans had in him showed me he was a very powerful man
in baseball. Kids and seniors and men and women...his saying ‘Holy Cow!’ was symbolic in the
game of baseball.“His technique and style and personality added a unique flavor to the
game.’’Banks spent his entire major league career with the Cubs. And Caray spent 53 years
broadcasting major league baseball.“It is remarkable,’’ said Banks. “It shows a lot of love and it
shows compassion for people. And it shows his intelligence for the game. Harry went through
the Jackie Robinson period. When Jackie came up to the majors in 1947, folks tell me that black
people could not sit in the main section of the ballpark grandstand in St. Louis’s old Busch
Stadium. When Jackie and the Dodgers came to St. Louis, it was always a sellout and a lot of
blacks came to the game. Harry went through that period of change in baseball. To me, that was
the biggest change and most powerful change in all of sports.“Harry also had a chance to see
Larry Doby for a little while when he managed the White Sox. So Harry saw a broad spectrum of
social change that most of us never realized. He saw a lot.“With all of the changes in the game—
from expansion to free agency, to the orange baseball and Charlie Finley, all of the labor strikes,
and all of that—Harry went through all of that with a very positive outlook on the game. Harry
gave his views, but his views were always very positive. What he said was from the



heart.’’Banks’s popularity spans many decades.In fact, renowned film star and comedian Bill
Murray, a Chicago native and lifelong Cubs fan, named his son “Homer Banks Murray” in honor
of his idol.The Cubs organization paid Banks the ultimate compliment when a statue of his
likeness was erected and unveiled just outside Wrigley Field near the corner of Clark and
Addison Streets at the start of the 2008 season."When I am not here, this will be here," Banks
joked as he pointed to the sculpture.On hand for the ceremony were many distinguished civic
leaders and politicians, as well as former teammates. Hall of Famer Henry Aaron, a longtime
friend of Banks, also was in attendance. Banks appeared moved by the special honor."This
should have happened 10 or 15 years ago," said Aaron, who added that Banks was "the
greatest ambassador for baseball, and still is a great ambassador for baseball."The statue, by
suburban Chicago sculptor Lou Cella, depicts "Mr. Cub" at bat with his signature stance.Billy
Williams offered a tribute to Banks, as did Ron Santo. Ferguson Jenkins also attended the event
emceed by Cubs executive Crane Kenney in a drizzle."Is that me?" Banks repeated as he
glanced at the statue and addressed various dignitaries.Banks later addressed the crowd and
talked about his parents, who raised him in Dallas. His father had just a 3rd-grade education and
his mother a 6th-grade education."But they were very wise," he said.Banks referred to the statue
as "a miracle" as dozens of fans who lined the sidewalk began to chant "Er-nie! Er-nie!"
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BayAreaBoss41510, “A must for any true cubs fan!. Bought this book for my father He's a huge
cubs fan! He liked this book very much because it catches up on the after lives of former cubs
greats! Would reccomend to any true cubs fan out there!”

Joe, “Awesome. This was a very awesome book and I really enjoyed reading is as a cub fan and
general baseball fan it brought back memories of certain players and game's”

Ross, “Want more. I would like to have seen more earlier Cubs described. This did bring back
some very fond memories of these players and their time at Wrigley Field.”

Marvin P. Ferguson, “Chicago Cub Memory Overload. And where are they now? I chuckle at this
thought when I see a commentary on TV talking about the before and after of famous movie
stars.Likewise, as a diehard Cub fan for many years, I'm always interested in learning about the
before and after of Chicago Cub baseball players. And there are so many in this book to learn
about like Ernie Banks, Ferguson Jenkins, Billy Willams, and Milt Pappas, to mention only a few.
As I scan the pages I can easily get lost in another world for many hours. I like the good old days
and sometimes wish I could bring them all back.Like an alumni guide, this book provides a
biographical sketch of many baseball players before, during, and after they played with the
Chicago Cubs. I think every diehard Cub fan would like to have this book in their personal library
to share with friends and family for many years to come. There's lots of nostalgia in these pages..
And as I get lost sitting in my easy chair reading these pages it feels like my mind is about to
pop. It's like a computer that is about to shut down because of memory overload. Marvin P.
Ferguson, author of BOYS ON THE GOLD COAST.”

Norman Jones, Ed. D., “Fun to know where they go!!. Being a Chicago Cub fan since 1945 I
found this book enlightening. I saw most of the Cubbies mentioned play and found it interesting
to discover what they are doing after baseball. I met and talked with Ron Santo, Don Kessinger
and Glenn Beckert. I found them to be down to earth, friendly guys. If you want to know more
about those who have played for the Cubs and what they are doing now, this is a good
book.Norman Jones, Ed.D. author of Growing Up in Indiana: The Culture & Hoosier Hysteria
Revisited”

The book by Fred Mitchell has a rating of  5 out of 4.0. 12 people have provided feedback.
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